
Message from Our Executive Director 

Happy New Year to all! I personally am encouraged by 

the positive signs I see for our community as we enter 

2022 and I have a great sense of hope for continuing 

to support neighborhood and youth groups to impact 

community safety. I have a great sense of hope 

because each of you has maintained a connected and 

caring community that contributes to building and 

sustaining a thriving Pierce County. As neighborhood 

and youth leaders you provide much needed 

inspiration to others – I want you to know how deeply 

our Board of Directors and staff appreciates you. So 

we can continue our powerful work of community 

building I ask that you identify one or two things that 

you can do this year: 

 Continue to be a Waste Wizard – helping to keep 

our community free of blight is a key detractor to 

unhealthy and illegal activity, 

 When you see graffiti call and report it to Safe 

Streets – 253-272-6824 – we are working to keep 

our community free of vandalism and blight. 

 Join a neighborhood group to support youth to 

participate in projects that will contribute to an 

environment where youth and families can thrive. 

When each of us identifies one action we can take 

then each of us contributes to weaving a strong fabric 

for a safe and healthy community. An old adage, 

“many hands make light work” still rings true today, 

especially at this time.  I have faith in each of you to 

help all of us achieve the Safe Streets vision."Until 

Every Neighborhood is Safe". 
 

Priscilla Lisicich 

Executive Director  

Safe Streets 2021 In Review 

We Moved! 

Safe Streets’ office will now be located inside the 

first floor of the Goodwill Milgard Work Opportunity 

Center at 714 S 27th St, Tacoma, WA 98409.  

Community Connections 
 

First Quarter 2022 Issue 

Read how Safe Streets is impacting Pierce County! 



The Parkland Neighborhood Group met on January 4th for 

a Block 101 training and started looking at the various 

items in the community they hope to improve. At the 

February meeting the group will decide on the topics they 

will want to focus on and begin to make plans to take 

action.  

This past October, Safe Streets participated in  

collaboration with community members representing  

various Key Peninsula organizations. It ended up being 

the largest group to ever get together in the history of Key 

Pen it Clean, Key Peninsula Business Association and 

Safe Streets efforts combined. Thanks to the joint effort of 

Pierce County Waste Management and Safe Streets, free 

dump vouchers were handed out to volunteers at the end 

of the day and also given to attendees of the vaccine  

clinics each Friday in November and December. 

The Larchmont Neighborhood Group participated in a  

number of projects this past year. Here are just some of 

their projects they have been working on. 

•  They informed neighbors of an upcoming rezoning of a 

property that had not been properly posted at the 

property. They also worked with the city to get the proper 

signage posted, the public comment period extended & 

the public meeting pushed out to allow time for the 

neighbors to be notified. 

• Keeping the neighborhood up to date with the city’s 

plans on the Larchmont District Green Infrastructure 

Project through the city contact & disseminating that 

information to neighbors as available after multiple 

delays & changes to the project. 

• They collaborated with the owner of Freedom Hauling & 

Junk Removal in August who had expressed interested 

in doing some community cleanups on NextDoor to help 

get a derelict house in Larchmont that had become a 

dumping ground cleaned up after months of 

unsuccessful attempts of getting the city to help. 

• They applied for an adopt-a-spot with the city under the 

name Larchmont Cares in February 2021, for just under 

a mile of roads & quickly increased that to 2 miles with  

additional members willing to help. 

Special thanks to April Smith, Larchmont Neighborhood 

Safe Streets Leader  

Updates from our Neighborhood Groups  



Safe Streets has been utilizing its Key Peninsula 

satellite office located in Key Center to collaborate 

with our community partners, Tacoma-Pierce 

County Health Department and Key Peninsula 

Partnership for a Healthy Community to bring 

Casual & Connected Immunization Clinics to 

increase convenience for people in commuter 

traffic in the evenings. By bringing the vaccine 

closer to home, this has proven to be a service 

the community utilizes and appreciates. These 

clinics first started as a three-week trial and have 

been extended at least twice since we first started 

in August 2021. They are currently scheduled to 

end in February 2022. We have been blessed 

with the support of Gig Harbor City Council 

Member, Robyn Denson and Pastor Dan 

Whitmarsh from Lakebay Community Church for 

making this effort a huge success. On Saturday, 

January 8, 2022, Casual & Connected 

Immunization Clinic held its first Youth Covid-19 

Vaccine Clinic from 10 am to 2 pm. With great community outreach seventy-four individuals registered for the vaccine 

resulting in seventy-one individuals receiving their vaccines or boosters including a father with his son. Tacoma-Pierce 

County Health Department also made sure we had reading materials for youth and parents and two young ladies 

preoccupied themselves by coloring while they were receiving their vaccines and thanked us for helping them while they 

were nervous.  

Key Peninsula  
Vaccine Clinic  

AmeriCorps Imagine Justice Project 

“My involvement with AmeriCorps Imagine Justice Project through Alchemy 
Skateboarding has been nothing short of amazing! Every day we have  
wonderful people walking through our doors into an entire whole new world 
they didn’t even realize they were stepping into. Given this environment 
there’s a lot of opportunities to really educate and help people that never 
knew some of these resources were available. Alchemy skateboarding has a 
program called S.A.L.T (Sponsored by Alchemy Leadership Team) during 
this program high school students report to Alchemy once a week and learn a 
new skill & skate. I managed to reach out to some friends and was able to 
put together an entire complete skateboard for him! I will never forget the 
look on his face when I came to class with a brand new skateboard just for 
him to take home. That was 2 months ago, since providing the skateboard 
this student has been early to class and fully engaged with our organization!” 
- Bailey Walker, AmeriCorps Imagine Justice Project AmeriCorps Team 
Member at Alchemy Skateboarding (Pictured left in red shirt with Executive 
Director, Taylor Woodruff) 

Safe Streets is proud to be the lead coordination of an AmeriCorps team to 
advance the work of the Imagine Justice Project. This team currently  

consists of 12 members serving at 9 nonprofit organization sites across 
Pierce County. This project aims to strengthen youth development and 
advance equitable, community-centered justice systems through active 
participation in culturally responsive, trauma-informed positive youth  

development programs and services.  



Vaccine Update in Pierce County  

1,332,251 doses to Pierce County residents. 

62% of all residents fully vaccinated 

67% of eligible residents 5 and older fully  

vaccinated. 

19,604 doses administered last week. 

*as of 1/25/2022  

In partnership with Metro Parks Tacoma and the People’s 

Community Center, Safe Streets hosted two summer Late 

Nights. We had open gym, activities, snacks, and even  

swimming thanks to Metro Parks Tacoma. On July 23, we had 93 

students and on August 13, we had 65 students. Having a safe 

space to play basketball and socialize was clearly a need! We 

hope to potentially continue partnering with Metro Parks Tacoma 

on these events in the future.  

Community Action Project –  

Solar Sprint: We were finally able 

to finish the Community Action  

Project that the Middle School 

Youth Leading Change Chapter had 

been planning since spring. On 

August 28, students helped  

facilitate the Solar Sprint, a walk-a-

thon style fundraiser for the Hilltop 

Heritage Middle School Watts Up 

project! We had 13 people who signed up to run/walk around 

Wright Park. Each one had gotten sponsors to “pledge” money 

for each mile they ran. At the end of the day, they had raised 

$780 that contribute to the purchase of a solar panel.  

karter x karter (he/him, they/

them) 

AmeriCorps Youth Specialist 

kxkarter@safest.org 

Jahni Leggett (she, her, hers) 

AmeriCorps Youth Advocacy 

Coordinator 

jleggett@safest.org  

Isabel Hernandez  (she, her, hers)  

Youth Program Specialist 

lhernandez@safest.org  

Shawn Worthy (he, him, his) 

Youth Program Specialist  

sworthy@safest.org   

Safe Street's Youth Development program includes 

a free afterschool program for middle and high school students in 

Pierce County. In our program, your youth would have the 

opportunity to do community projects, volunteer,  

advocacy work, college and career prep, bond with other youth, 

and learn about jobs/internships. 

 

For more information, please email info@safest.org.  

Realigning the Youth Development Programs! 

Office: 714 S 27th St, Floor 1, Tacoma, WA 98409 | Mail: P.O. Box 735 Tacoma, WA 98401 

(253) 272-6824 | www.safest.org   

Meet some new staff members 
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